
2/2/2015 SQL Server Management Studio ­ A step­by­step installation guide ­ SQL Shack ­ articles about database auditing, server performance, data recovery, an…

http://www.sqlshack.com/sql­server­management­studio­step­step­installation­guide/ 1/11

    

SQL Server Management Studio – A step‐by‐
step installation guide
May 14, 2014   by Muhammad Imran

SQL Server Management Studio ﴾SSMS﴿ is the official and preferred client user interface which

can be used to manage, configure, deploy, upgrade and administer a SQL Server instance. The

tool interface is quite user friendly and comprehensive. It is shipped with every SQL Server

version and is regularly updated and enhanced. If you are planning on learning how to use SQL

Server from scratch, consider using SQL Server Management studio as a first step on your

journey to learning SQL Server. 

Why is this installation so important? Like any other technology, in SQL Server too we need to

focus on theoretical knowledge as well as hands‐on practice and in order to achieve hands‐on

practice, SQL Server Management Studio ﴾SSMS﴿ is essential.

In this SQL Server Management Studio tutorial, I will demonstrate how to install SQL Server

Management Studio ﴾SSMS﴿ in 12 easy steps. This tutorial will help you to perform the

installation process of the SQL Server Management Studio ﴾SSMS﴿.

Step 1:

First of all you need to download SQL Server Management Studio ﴾SSMS﴿ installation files

﴾SQLManagementStudio_x64_ENU.exe / SQLManagementStudio_x86_ENU.exe﴿ from the SQL

Server download page depending on your server type ﴾x64,x86﴿, and keep it in a separate

folder.
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Step 2:

Once you downloaded the respective file as per your server type, you need to execute it. It will

then take you to the first screen namely SQL Server Installation Center as shown below. This

is the primary installation screen of SQL Server. Other SQL server tools installations can be

launched from here as well. Once you are on this screen, you need to select “New SQL Server

stand‐alone installation or add features to an existing installation” to proceed with the

installation.

http://www.sqlshack.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/SSMSDownload.png
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Step 3:

Once you select the “New SQL Server stand‐alone installation or add features to an existing

installation” option, it will check the setup rules ﴾pre‐requisites﴿ on the server and take you to

the license terms screen. The license terms must be read and accepted like with any other

application’s license terms. Please note that your server must pass the setup rules in order to

proceed with the installation.

Step 4:

http://www.sqlshack.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/SQLServerInstallation.png
http://www.sqlshack.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/License.png
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Once you accept the license terms, it is time to scan all the available product updates. The

required updates, size and details will be displayed. However, if you need further details, you

can select More Information which will take you to the support page where you will find all

the details related to the updates. You can ignore these updates by deselecting the ‘Include

SQL Server product updates’ option at this stage.

I highly recommend that you download these updates along with the installation. This step

might take some time depending on the size of the update files.

Step 5:

The next step is the Install Setup Files step, where SQL Server Management Studio ﴾SSMS﴿

setup will download, extract and install all necessary setup files to your server.

http://www.sqlshack.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/ProductUpdates.png


2/2/2015 SQL Server Management Studio ­ A step­by­step installation guide ­ SQL Shack ­ articles about database auditing, server performance, data recovery, an…

http://www.sqlshack.com/sql­server­management­studio­step­step­installation­guide/ 5/11

Step 6:

Once SQL Server Management Studio ﴾SSMS﴿ setup is done with the install setup files, it verifies

the setup support rules in order to proceed. It then takes you to the feature selection screen.

This is a very comprehensive screen which has detailed information about each feature. When

we run the SQL Server Management Studio ﴾SSMS﴿ installation, it selects Management Tools

by default, so you do not need to select anything here. In addition you can select

Management tools – Basic. To get more information on this feature you can view the detailed

feature description on right hand side.

This screen also gives you the ability to select and deselect all features in one go. This saves

lots of time when you need to install multiple features. It also provides detailed information

about the prerequisites, the selected features, which prerequisites have already been installed

and which will be installed through this installation. You just need to click on the Next button

to continue.

http://www.sqlshack.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/InstallSetupFiles.png
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Step 7:

In this step, SQL Server Management Studio ﴾SSMS﴿ setup will check the installation rules ﴾pre‐

requisite for the SSMS﴿. Just click on the Next button to continue.

Step 8:

In this step SQL Server Management Studio ﴾SSMS﴿ setup will verify the disk space. Please make

sure that you have sufficient disk space available. Not having sufficient disk space may result in

a faulty installation. Just click on the Next button to continue.

http://www.sqlshack.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/InstallationRules.png
http://www.sqlshack.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/FeatureSelection.png
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Step 9:

In this step, you have the opportunity to decide whether or not to send the error notifications

to Microsoft. This is highly recommended in order to help Microsoft improve future releases

and to fix any bugs in the existing release.

http://www.sqlshack.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/DiskSpaceRequirements.png
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Step 10:

Once you click on the Next button, setup checks the installation configuration rules and if it

passed, setup continues. This step will take some time to install SQL Server Management

Studio. You can sit back and relax 

Step 11:

This step displays the installation status of SQL Server Management Studio ﴾SSMS﴿ along with

each feature, like a summary. This screen really helps to view what has been installed and what

has not. In case one of the features could not be installed, you can re‐run the same installation

procedure and install that particular feature.

http://www.sqlshack.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/ErrorReporting.png
http://www.sqlshack.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/InstallationProgress.png
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Step 12:

In order to check whether SQL Server Management Studio ﴾SSMS﴿ has been installed

successfully, you need to select start menu of your server and then further select the SQL

Server 2012 menu. You will find the link to SQL Server Management Studio there.

Alternate Option:

Please note that above installation procedure is for a standalone installation of SQL Server

Management Studio ﴾SSMS﴿. However you can install SQL Server Management Studio ﴾SSMS﴿

along with the SQL Server installation as well, just ensure that you have selected Management

http://www.sqlshack.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/StartMenuSSMS.png
http://www.sqlshack.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/SQLServerInstallationComplete.png
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along with the SQL Server installation as well, just ensure that you have selected Management

Tools in the feature screen as shown below.

Conclusion:

As you can see, the SQL Server Management Studio ﴾SSMS﴿ installation is not complicated at

all, it is quite user friendly. You just need to read the instructions carefully and follow them

accurately, for a smooth installation.

Useful resources:

SQL Server Management Studio ﴾SSMS﴿ Basics

Step‐by‐Step: Installing SQL Server Management Studio 2008 Express after Visual Studio 2010

SQL Server download page

Muhammad Imran
System Analyst at NSCC International
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